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Cabinet member with lead 
responsibility 

Councillor Roger Lawrence 
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Councillor Andrew Johnson 
Resources 

Wards affected All 

Accountable director Keith Ireland, Managing Director 

Originating service Strategic Finance 

Accountable employee(s) Mark Taylor 

Tel 

Email 

Director of Finance 

01902 55(6609) 

mark.taylor@wolverhampton.gov.uk 

 

Report to be/has been 

considered by 

 

 

 

Strategic Executive Board 

Children, Young People and Families 

Scrutiny Panel 

Adults and safer City Scrutiny Panel 

Health Scrutiny Panel 

Vibrant and Sustainable City Scrutiny 

Panel 

Stronger City Economy Scrutiny Panel 

Confident and Capable Council Scrutiny 

Panel 

Audit Committee 

 

6 October 2015 

25 November 2015 

 

24 November 2015 

26 November 2015 

3 December 2015 
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Recommendation(s) for action or decision: 

 

The Scrutiny Board is recommended to: 

 

1. Review the comments of each Scrutiny Panel and provide further feedback to Cabinet on 

the Draft Budget 2016/17. 
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1.0 Purpose 

 

1.1. The purpose of this report is to seek Scrutiny Board’s feedback on the Draft Budget 

2016/17 that was approved as the basis of consultation by Cabinet on 21 October 2015. 

 

2.0 Background 

 

2.1 At its meeting on 21 October 2015, Cabinet considered a Draft Budget 2016/17 as the 

basis of budget consultation and scrutiny over forthcoming months. 

 

2.2 The Cabinet report identified that due to the uncertain financial future, a full update of the 

Medium Term Financial Strategy (MTFS) 2016/17 – 2018/19 would only be conducted 

once the Spending Review and the Provisional Local Government Finance Settlement 

had been announced on 25 November and mid-December 2015 respectively.  

 

2.3 The Cabinet report recommended that Savings Proposals amounting to £14.1 million and 

£7.1 million of Base Budget Revisions in 2016/17 proceed to the formal consultation and 

scrutiny stages of the budget process.   

 

2.4 The Draft Budget 2016/17 has been considered by all scrutiny panels during November 

and December.  The feedback from those meetings is included in Appendix A.  This 

feedback along with further comments received at Scrutiny Board on 15 December will 

be sent as a formal response to Cabinet on 13 January 2016.   

 

2.5 If there are substantial changes or recommendations of the Scrutiny Board are not 

accepted, then the Scrutiny Board will consider the budget again in January 2016, 

following an update to Cabinet on the Local Government finance settlement, which is 

scheduled for 13 January 2016.   

 

2.6 If there are no changes to the savings proposals considered by Scrutiny, the outcome of 

this Board meeting will be incorporated into the final Cabinet budget report, scheduled for 

February 2016, ahead of Full Council considering the budget in March 2016. 

 

2.7 In order to limit the volume of paper used as part of the budget reporting process, the 

Cabinet report has not been appended to this covering report.  Board members are 

instead requested to bring their copy of the 2016/17 Draft Budget report, which was 

circulated with the 21 October 2015 Cabinet agenda.  Detail of all the Council’s individual 

savings proposals, including the latest to be considered by Cabinet on 21 October 2015, 

can be found on the council’s website at: 

http://www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/budgetsavings 

 

3.0 Budget Proposals 

 

3.1 All comments from Scrutiny Panels are included at Appendix A.  The Board is requested 

to review the comments and further scrutinise the proposals for submission to Cabinet. 

 

http://www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/budgetsavings
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3.2 In addition to comment on investment in services and savings proposals, the Board may 

also request additional information or clarification.  Any such requests will be noted 

separately, either for consideration by the Board or a Scrutiny Panel at a future date, or 

for information to be forwarded to the Panel members concerned. 

 

4.0 Financial implications 

 

4.1  The financial implications are discussed in the body of the report, and in the report to 

 Cabinet.  Should any of these proposals and options not be delivered, the projected 

budget deficit will increase by an equivalent sum and alternative savings will have to be 

identified.  

 

[MH/08122015/V]. 

 

5.0 Legal implications 

 

5.1  Legal implications are discussed in the report to Cabinet. 

 

 [TS/04122015/S] 

 

6.0 Equalities implications 

 
6.1  Under the Equality Act 2010, the Council has a statutory duty to pay due regard to the 

 impact of how it carries out its business on different groups of people.  This is designed 
 to help the council identify the particular needs of different groups and reduce the 
 likelihood of discrimination.  An equality analysis screening has been conducted on each 
 proposal, and fuller equality analysis will be conducted where appropriate.  Further 
 equalities implications are discussed in the report to Cabinet. 

 

7.0 Environmental implications 

 

7.1  Environmental implications will be addressed on a case by case basis as part of 

individual savings proposals. 

 

8.0 Human resources implications 

 

8.1  Human resource implications are discussed in the report to Cabinet.  

 

9.0 Schedule of background papers 

 

9.1  Cabinet, 21 October 2015 Draft Budget 2016/17 

 

 Children,Young People and Families Scrutiny Panel 

 Adults and safer City Scrutiny Panel 

 Health Scrutiny Panel 

 Vibrant and Sustainable City Scrutiny Panel 

 Stronger City Economy Scrutiny Panel 

25 November 2015 

24 November 2015 

26 November 2015 

3 December 2015 

1 December 2015 
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 Confident and Capable Council Scrutiny Panel 

 Audit Committee 

2 December 2015 

14 December 2015 
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 p
o

lic
y
 o

f 
n

o
t 

p
a

y
in

g
 d
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 c
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 m
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 f
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b
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c
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 c
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 d
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 b
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 c
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 b
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b
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 c
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ra
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d
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ra
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p
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c
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b
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 p
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 r
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c
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 b
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n
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v
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h
e

 s
a

v
in

g
s
 s

h
o

w
n

 w
ill

 

th
e

re
fo

re
 b
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 m
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c
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 c
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c
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c
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d
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c
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